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Sharon Kemmerer, Stewardship Chair (and others) 

 
 
2019-10-07 
In this moment draw me to yourself, Lord, and make me aware not so much  
of what I’ve given as of all I have received and so have yet to share. Send me 
forth in power and gladness and with great courage to live out the world what 
I pray and profess, that in sharing, I may do justice, make peace, grow in love, 
enjoy myself and other people, and your world now, and forever.  ~Ted Loder~ 
[reprinted in RUC bulletin for Sunday Service, 2019-08-11] 
 

Please DO plan to come out October 20th to pick up your pledge package, try 
your hand at guessing some of our budgetary expenses, have a generous bite  
to eat, get a piece of the budget cake, and cheer on our own “Stewards of  
Fortune” contestants Betsy Christensen, Donna Lalley, and Frank Malony as 
they play Wheel of Fortune, RUC style.  Hannah Christensen and Wyatt Clausen 
will spin the wheel and our own “Vanna,” Kate Clausen will fill in the letters 
that lead to solving the word or phrase puzzle; Laurie Merrill will tabulate  
the scores.   
 
 
2019-10-14  
A Mindset of Abundance 
 

Jesus paints a picture of stewardship when he tells the parable of the talents. 
It’s the story of a master who gives talents to three of his servants: To the 
first, he gives five; to the second, he gives two; and to the final servant, he 
gives one.  The first two servants put the talents to work, but the third  
servant hides his. When the master returns, the first two servants report that 
they have doubled their talents through wise investing. But the third tells the 
master he buried his talent and gained nothing, and the master furiously  
dismisses him.  The third servant’s response to receiving the one talent is  
intriguing. Can one blame him for burying it when he only receives one?  
Perhaps he’s afraid he’ll lose some of his master’s resources. And since he only 
has one, the stakes seem higher. But here’s where it gets interesting: While we 
don’t know the exact value of a talent, some suggest that it would be worth 
nearly a million dollars today! The idea of essentially hiding a million dollars in 
your mattress seems foolish.  
 

So what can we learn from this parable? While Jesus probably intended to  
illustrate many things, one stands out to me. It suggests that God expects us 
to manage our resources from a mindset of abundance rather than a place of 
fear. The master provided for his servants and gave them more to manage.  
So God provides enough for us, too, and asks us to invest, manage and share 
our abundance with others.  
 

We are each called to be wise stewards of the gifts God has given us — our 
time, our talents and our treasures. To be a good steward is to manage these 
gifts in a way that reflects our faith and our values.  
 

Teresa J. Rasmussen  
President and Chief Executive Officer 
 

[Reprinted with permission from the September 2019 issue of Thrivent magazine.] 

 

(continued on next page) 



 
2019-10-21 
To trust God in prayer 
 

Mark 11:24 (NIV): “Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe 
that you have received it, and it will be yours.” … the spring that feeds fearless 
generosity --- prayer and trust.  I invite you to take the plunge this pledging 
season and experience the results. 
 
 
2019-10-28  
Generous God, generous you 
 

Generous God, whose giving knows no end, forgive us for those moments when 
we fear that sharing what we have will lead to our own impoverishment and 
we keep silent and still, even while those around us are in need.  Unclutter our 
lives.  Grant us gratitude for what we have, our daily bread, the gift of life.  
Unclutter our lives.  Give us space, simplicity, thankful hearts.  Help us to 
transcend self-centeredness, greed, and fear, and lead us to feel, think, and act 
as those who know the hope that is rooted in the generous giving of 
God.  Forgive us when we forget.  ~Carol O’Neil~ adapted 
 

The first week numbers are in! THANK YOU!”  for those of you who have  
already pledged, and for those of you still pondering your gifts to give.  In just 
one week, we have received 43 pledges for a total of $167,800; or 36.5% of our 
wish budget. You can view the life growing in our “RUC Tree of Life” outside 
the sanctuary, where we are simply identifying the pledge amount on a leaf, 
which grows the 2020 life of RUC.  All pledges received by November 17th will 
be part of this tree of life blessing during service that day.  No gift too small 
(nor too large). All gifts are welcomed, and you and your pledge valued. 
 
 
 


