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 Nan Merrill heard Psalm 80’s refrain as “Restore us, O Holy One; let your face shine upon us, 

teach us to love.”  Closer to the Hebrew it’s interpreted, “Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we 

may be saved.”  Eons before Jan Ingenhousz named photosynthesis, the faithful grasped that life comes 

from the sun.  The lamentation of the Psalmist was punctuated with a plea for God’s green-making 

warmth, a shine, a shine like the sun, a twinkle like the stars, a word of the angels, a song of the cosmos 

– the psalmist cried for a saving, mending, repairing turn.  Christmas stories pick up this yearning for a 

turning.   

The Magi caravans winded lengthy lanes; no maps, just nature to guide.  What exotic birds sang 

them holy directions as they studied the stars at night?  Were shepherds gleaning leftover wheat as they 

guided the sheep?  Was Mary rubbing gratitude into the donkey’s neck while Joseph walked over dust to 

Bethlehem?    

 Were the Magi privileged with no worries beyond sore backs and tongues eager for cool sips 

from homes’ springs?  Or did they worry the border guards of upcoming nations unbecomingly 

xenophobic.  Were the shepherds worried hearing stories of Persian cheetahs in the fields?  Were the 

shepherds worried they would be caught trespassing; killed as thieves.  Were Mary and Joseph anxious 

about miscarriage, and no hospitality?   

The Magi likely teetered on the peak of Maslow’s Self-Actualized pyramid of human needs.  

They could afford to look to the cosmos, the stars, a star for a quest.   Were they Buddhists seeking 

Nirvana in a new baby Buddha; did their enlightenment necessitate them singing thanks to this child? 

An angel spoke to Mary.  An angel spoke to Joseph.  The stars showed the Magi new ways.  The 

chorus of angels rehearsed their “Joys to the World” swirling the sky-waters of Aquarius.  The divinities, 

the angels, the stars, the constellations, even the donkey, and sheep and fearful cheetah, the wheat, the 

water, the air, the dust spoke of joy, demanding gratitude, demanding Joy to this World.  



Times have changed.  There is no way Mary pondering the messiah messages of hope or singing 

her power-sharing Magnificat could fathom the loss of the polar bear.   There is no way the Magi could 

comprehend the spices of their homelands one day grown in northern climes.   The shepherds couldn’t 

predict the apocalypses coming for millions of coastal and island people losing the lands of their births.   

We are the new cast members of a new Nativity.  We listening to the world, to the stars, to the 

experience of science, looking at photos of glaciers melting, reading lists of animals endangered, fearful 

of huge storms, we cry again with the Psalmist, “Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be 

saved.”  We yearn for new angel messages of salvation, for new Magi with balms of Gilead, gifts of 

restoration. 

Joanna Rogers Macy, is an environmental activist, author, and scholar of both Buddhism and  

ecology.  She sings with the angels, “fear not” calling us to be a part of our salvation.  She calls the age 

we exit, the Industrial Growth Society.  Its slogans include: “bigger is better”, “endless growth is good”, 

“we have unlimited resources”, “GDP is the measure of happiness”, “material things are very 

important”, “survival requires wealth”, “more of the same will solve the problem”, and sadly “we are 

separate from nature.”  She wrote, “The ecological and social crises we face are caused by an economic 

system dependent on accelerating growth. This self-destructing political economy sets its goals and 

measures its performance in terms of ever-increasing corporate profits—in other words by how fast 

materials can be extracted from Earth and turned into consumer products, weapons, and waste.  A 

revolution is under way because people are realizing that our needs can be met without destroying our 

world. We have the technical knowledge, the communication tools, and material resources to grow 

enough food, ensure clean air and water, and meet rational energy needs. Future generations, if there is 

a livable world for them, will look back at the epochal transition we are making to a life-sustaining 

society. And they may well call this the time of the Great Turning. It is happening now.”1 

Her scholarship and activism herald three Magi gifts, three dimensions of the Great Turning.   

Her gift of gold is  - Activism, actions to slow the damage to earth and her creatures.   This part of the 

great repentance includes political, legislative and legal work to reduce destruction.  It includes 

boycotts, blockages and like Greta speaking truth to power.  When you gave to Easter’s One Great Hour 

of Sharing, your gifts funded the PC(USA)’s Hunger Program and their organization of a coalition of faith 

leaders to speak out for creation. 

Magi Macy’s gift of myrrh is the - Analysis of structural causes and the creation of structural 

alternatives.   She wrote, “To free ourselves and our planet from the damage being inflicted by the 

Industrial Growth Society, we must understand its dynamics. What are the tacit agreements that create 

obscene wealth for a few, while progressively impoverishing the rest of humanity? What interlocking 

causes indenture us to an insatiable economy that uses our Earth as supply house and sewer?”  This 

turning includes education, non-violent defense, reducing reliance on fossil and nuclear fuels, ever 

growing use of renewable energy; co-housing and eco-villages; community gardens, consumer 

cooperatives, community-supported agriculture, watershed restoration....”   

Give thanks for Montgomery County’s Agricultural Reserve.  Be grateful for our community 

garden and the CSA’s you are part of.  The state of Illinois refused to wait for the EPA to meaningfully 

curb the use of carcinogenic ethylene oxide.  Last February they shut down a factory and it will not be 

reopened until it reduces its emission to 85 pounds annually.  In 2017 it emitted 2,890 pounds.   Macy 

wrote, “In countless localities, like green shoots pushing up through the rubble, new social and 

 
1 https://www.ecoliteracy.org/article/great-turning 

https://www.ecoliteracy.org/article/great-turning


economic arrangements are sprouting. Not waiting for our national or state politicos to catch up with us, 

we are banding together, taking action in our own communities.”    

Pray for the PC(USA); for years our Presbyterian climate Magi have fought for the denomination 

to stop investing in fossil fuel and to call all congregations and parishioners to do the same.  General 

Assembly after assembly the initiative has been rebuffed.  The 224th General Assembly is June 20-27, 

2020 in Baltimore.  Remember how John Pattison sang his Joy to the World for the LGBTQ community at 

the General Assembly as we sought gay marriage.  You can commute to Baltimore in June and assemble 

with an angel’s chorus singing for boycotts of fossil fuels.  Or, join our Church in Society Committee and 

attend next year’s Advocacy Days in DC.  The theme for the April 24-27, 2020 gathering is "Imagine! 

God's Earth and People Restored." 

Magi Macy’s frankincense promises a shift in consciousness.  She wrote, “that shift is happening 

now, both as cognitive revolution and spiritual awakening….The insights and experiences that enable us 

to make this shift are accelerating, and they take many forms. They arise as grief for our world, … They 

arise as glad response to breakthroughs in scientific thought, as reductionism and materialism give way 

to evidence of a living universe. And they arise in the resurgence of wisdom traditions, reminding us 

again that our world is a sacred whole, worthy of adoration and service.”  This gift includes: our 

remembrance of our interconnectedness with creation, creation spirituality, liberation theology, 

ecofeminism, ecopsychology, and movements to live simply.  She wrote, “The realizations we make in 

the third dimension of the Great Turning save us from succumbing to either panic or paralysis. They help 

us resist the temptation to stick our heads in the sand, or to turn on each other, for scapegoats on 

whom to vent our fear and rage.” 

Give thanks friends, you have been an Earth Care Congregation for years, turning to feel God’s 

face, becoming empowered to repair soils and souls.  We sing the Earth Care Pledge with 233 

Presbyterian Congregations nationwide, “Peace and justice is God’s plan for all creation. The earth and 

all creation are God’s. God calls us to be careful, humble stewards of this earth, and to protect and 

restore it for its own sake, and for the future use and enjoyment of the human family. As God offers all 

people the special gift of peace through Jesus Christ, and through Christ reconciles all to God, we are 

called to deal justly with one another and the earth.” 

By God’s Grace eons in the future a community like ours will sing, “Silent Night, Holy Night!  Our 

earth beams, all is right.  Waters stream, coastlands hold.  Earth-loving people sing Alleluia, Christ the 

Turner is born!  Christ the Mender is born!  Amen. 


