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2019-12-16 
WANT TO GIVE YOUR TIME & TALENT TO HELP DISASTER VICTIMS? 
 

Rockville United Church has reserved a day to volunteer at the Brethren  
Service Center, 601 Main Street New Windsor, MD (about an hour’s drive from 
the church). The date: Wednesday, January 15th, from 9:00-3:30.  On this day 
we will have the joy to deliver personally the potential 80 hygiene kits made  
by our RUC youth January 5th.  The work is assisting with the processing and 
quality control of health/hygiene kits (perhaps our own ) as well as processing 
of additional donated items such as school kits, baby kits and soaps.  Youth (14 
or older)-to-seniors can volunteer.  Volunteering six hours or more gets us a 
free (delicious and hearty) lunch provided by the Center.  Modest, comfortable 
clothing and low-heel shoes should be worn.  If you would like to participate, 
please email Sharon Kemmerer at sjkemmerer@yahoo.com by January 10th.   
 
 
2020-01-06 
As we wind down our annual pledging season, Thank you for your support of, 
and continued life of RUC.  The final numbers are not yet in, but I will share 
those with you when known.  As we enter our new 2020 decade, I share a few 
of the many reasons RUC members and friends pledge to remind us of the gifts 
we find here at RUC when we cross its threshold:  I pledge because "the church 
is so inviting," it "makes me happy," for "great friends," I "feel so welcomed.”  
and, "My body, My mind, My love, My spirit for the church." 
 
 
2020-01-13 
You rock!  We rock, at Rockville United! 
 

The 2019 pledge drive numbers are in, and as Stewardship elder, all I can say is, 
thank you, bless you.  Not only do you give of your time and talent, but you 
continue to push on the envelope of financial giving.  Of course, there is never 
a closed time of year when one cannot pledge, but our congregation has a 
more concerted effort in the fall to identify the financial gifts so that the 
Council can prayerfully identify the best ways to use the gifts of your pledge  
in the next calendar year.  As of the close of 2019, 113 members and friends of 
RUC committed to a total of $418,056 contribution in 2020.  This is the highest 
value of committed giving in the last six years, and the average pledge of 
$3,703.15 is an increase of $183.06 over last year’s average commitments.  
$1,200 was pledged most often (10), followed by $6,000 (5).  And you continue 
to be year-round stewards contributing your time and talent too. Together,  
we are the light and life of RUC.  Thank you.   

(continued on next page) 



 
2020-01-20 
Starting the year out in service 
 

This past Sunday’s Invitation to the Offering felt like an offering of  
opportunity: “Siblings, who we are and yet becoming as individuals shows 
God’s presence in the world.  That divine presence is reflected even more  
fully, powerfully, and transformatively as we unite in Beloved Community.  
Let us bring ourselves, our gifts, and our resources together that God may 
be glorified.”  On the heels of the annual pledging cycle and arrival of a new 
year, a new decade, is a time to rejuvenating our personal pledges to give of 
our time and talent; what floats your boat, brings you joy? Rockville United 
members have had a banner kickoff in providing their time and talent: on 
January 5th our youngest and NOISY members efficiently packed 80 hygiene 
kits that were then taken to the Brethren Service Center in New Windsor 
January 15.  While the hygiene kits were run through quality control (all 
were perfect!), several volunteers from the congregation and other MOCO 
congregations worked on quality checking school kits.  These kits… and 
quilts… and medical supplies and beds… and baby supplies are gathered at 
the Brethren Service Center and distributed nationally and worldwide to  
hard-hit, disaster-ridden sites.   

 
 

Left: 

The hygiene kits  

getting inspected  

and then re-boxed for 

shipping.  Happy RUC 

school kit inspectors 

working with others! 

Left & Right: 

Youth packing hygiene 

kits, each kit had a hand 

towel, washcloth, soap, 

toothbrush, comb, nail 

clipper, and 10 band-aids. 


